VI SUMMARY

Description Vi is a screen-oriented editor. It displays about 20 consecutive lines of your file on the screen. You can move the cursor around the screen and you can change text in the file at the current cursor position. You can scroll the screen up or down to get to different parts of the file. (If a line is displayed as just a tilde ~ or an at symbol @ in column 1, the line is not actually present in the file.) You start up vi with the Unix command:

vi filename

where filename is the name of an existing file or a file to be created. If you were previously editing a file with vi but the computer crashed or your connection to the computer failed before quitting the editor, you can later resume your edit session with the command

vi -r filename

At any moment, vi is in one of three states: command state, insert state or last-line state. In command state, you can type commands that move the cursor, scroll the screen or delete/change text. Any command that involves inserting or replacing text will cause you to enter insert state while that text is being typed. In insert state, all the characters that you type are inserted into the file at the position indicated by the cursor. You leave insert state and return to command state by hitting the key labelled escape. In last-line state, you are typing special commands that need to be echoed on the screen somewhere. You can abort a last-line command by hitting escape.

CURSOR MOVEMENT COMMANDS space or → or l move cursor right backspace or ← or h move cursor left ↑ or k move cursor up ↓ or linefeed or j move cursor down

^ move cursor to start of line
$ move cursor to end of line
+ or return move cursor to start of next

line

- move cursor to start of previ-

ous line

SCROLLING COMMANDS Control-F scroll forward one screenfull Control-D scroll down half a screenfull Control-B scroll backward one screenfull Control-U scroll up half a screenfull nG move to line number n in file

G move to last line in file

EDITING COMMANDS The notation text denotes arbitrary text that is inserted into the file. The text input is terminated by the escape character.

x delete one character
dw delete one word
dd delete current line
rc replace one character with c
Rtext replace many characters with

text

itext insert text before cursor
atext insert text after cursor
otext insert text after current line
Otext insert text before current line
p put back deleted or yanked text

after current cursor position

P put back deleted or yanked text

before current cursor position

J join current line with next line

MARKING AND YANKING TEXT

mc mark current line with letter c
d'c delete all lines from current

line to line marked by c

y'c yank (copy) all lines from cur-

rent line to line marked by c into a temporary buffer

yw yank one word

nY yank n lines

LAST-LINE COMMANDS All these last-line commands must be followed by the return character. The search commands (/ and ?) are followed by patterns – these patterns use the similar metacharacters to other Unix tools (ed, sed, awk,

grep).
:wfile write to the specified file, and

do not quit

:q! quit without saving the file
/text search forwards for text
?text search backwards for text

MISCELLANEOUS

ZZ write the file (if it has changed)

and quit

u undo the last change made
n repeat last search command
N repeat last search command

(but in opposite direction) Control-L redraw a garbled screen Control-R tidy up the screen